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Listing of Claims 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of verifying the identity of a registered 

user comprising tho stops of : 

(a) obtaining a list of at least two identity verifiers , each identity verifier to be 
used for no more than one transaction ; 

(b) linking the identity verifiers on the list to at least one unique numerical 
identifier wherein the unique numerical identifier is associated with the registered user a 
the registered user selected from a group consisting of persons and entities: 

(c) receiving a numerical identifier from a requesting party; 

(d) receiving an identity verifier from a requesting party; 

(e) determining whether the received identity verifier is within the listof 
identify verifiers linked to the received numerical identifier; and 

(f) communicating information to the requesting party indicating whether the 
received identity verifier is within the list of identity verifiers linked to the received 
numerical identifier, 

% (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 1 wherein the communicating 
information step signals that the received identity verifier has not been used before and is 
within the li st of identity verifiers linked to the received numerical identifier by sending a 
verification transaction identifier to the requesting party, 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps 
of: 

(a) deterrnining whether the identity verifier received from the requesting 
party has been used before; and 

(b) communicating information to the requesting party signaling signalling 
whether the identity verifier has been used before. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 2 further comprising the step of archiving the 
identity verifier and the verification transaction identifier. 
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5. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

(a) storing public information about the registered user whose identity is to be 
verified; 

(b) creating at least two categories of requesting parties; 

(c) receiving instructions from the registered user regarding what public 
information is allowed to be released to each of the at least two categories of requesting 
party; 

(d) determining the category of the requesting party; 

(e) communicating the appropriate public information to the requesting party 
pursuant to the instructions from the registered user. 

6. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 wherein the at least one numerical identifier 
is a social security number. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 wherein the at least one numerical identifier 
is a drivers license number. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 wherein the at least one numerical identifier 
is a bank account number. 

9. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 wherein the at least one numerical identifier 
is a phone number. 

1 0. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 wherein the at least one numerical identifier 
i$ a credit card number. 

1 1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 1 further compromising 
receiving a uniqueness suffix and wherein the determining step comprises determining 
whether the received identity verifier is within the l ist of identity verifiers linked to the 
received numerical identifier and the received uniqueness suffix. 
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12. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 wherein the steps of receiving a numerical 
identifier, receiving an identity verifier and communicating information to the requesting 
party are performed by voice communications over a phone line* 

1 3 . (ORIGINAL) The method of claim I wherein the steps of receiving a numerical 
identifier, receiving an identity verifier and communicating information to the requesting 
party are performed through electronic communication through a wide area network. 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of determining whether an identity 
verifier is required to be submitted in a particular transaction comprising the steps of; 

(a) obtaining a list of at least two identity verifier s, each identity verifier to be 
used for no more than one transaction; 

(b) linking the list of identity verifiers to at least one unique numerical 
identifier wherein the numerical identifier is associated with a registered user selected 
from a group consisting of persons and entities ; 

(c) creating categories of transactions; 

(d) receiving instructions from the registered user designating the categories 
of transactions that require an identity verifier and design ating the categories of 
transactions that do not require an identity verifier: 

(e) receiving a numerical identifier from a requesting party; 

(f) receiving information from the requesting party specifying the type of 
transaction occurring; 

(g) determining whether the transaction requires the use of an identity verifier, 

and 

(h) communicating information to the requesting party wherein the 
information communicated indicates whether an identity verifier is required for the 
specified transaction, 

1 5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An identity verification system for verifying the 
identity of a registered user, the system c omprising: 
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(a) a database for storing information pertaining to a registered user selected 
from a group consisting of persons and entities, wherein the database is configured to 
receive at least one unique numerical identifier associated with the registered user and at 
least two identification verifiers associated with the registered use r, each identification 
verifier to be used for no more than one transaction ; 

(b) an input module for inputting at least one numerical identifier associated 
with a registered user and at least two identification verifiers associated with a registered 
user into the database so that the at least one numerical identifier is linked to the at least 
two identification verifiers; 

(c) a communications module for two way communications for receiving a 
numerical identifier and an identification verifier from a requesting party, and for 
communicating a message to the requesting party relating to whether fe ogoooivod 
nuxnorical - identifi e r is linked to the received identification verifier is one of the 
identifica tion verifiers linked to the received numerical identifier and if the identification 
verifier has been used before; 

(d) a processor module for comparing the numerical identifier and 
identification verifier received by the communications module with the information in the 
database to determine whether fe e - roceivod numorioal id e ntifier is link edrte the received 
identification verifier is one of the identification verifiers linked to the received numerical 
identifier and if the identification verifier has been used before . 

16. (ORIGINAL) The identity verification system of claim 1 5 wherein the database 
and the processor module are contained within a single computer. 

1 7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The identity verification system of claim 15 44 
wherein the input module is a keyboard. 

1 8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The identity verification system of claim 15, 4-4 
wherein the communications module i$ a serial port and a modem. 
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1 9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The identity verification system of claim 15 44 
wherein the commutations module is a network adapter, 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A remote terminal for communicating with an 
identity verification system, the remote terminal comprising: 

(a) an input module for inputting a numerical identifier and an identification 
verifier; 

(b) a communications module for sending a the numerical identifier input with 
the input module a nd an die identification verifier input with th e input module to a 
remotely located system storing a plurality of numerical identifiers and at least two 
identity verifiers linked with each numerical identifier, and for receiving a message from 
the remotely located system i ndicating whether the numerical identifier input with the 
innut module is linked to the identification verifier input with t he input module, and 
whether the identification verifier has been used before, the rnmmnnicatioTi* module also 
r.rmfi ffiired to receive from the remotely located svstem a verification transaction 
identifier and a security message linked with the identification verifier : and fr.11 

(c) an output module for reporting the rec e iv e d m e ssage messages received bv 
the comm unication s module from the remote system; 

wherein each numerical identifier stored by the remotely located svstem is 
associated with a registered user selected from a group c onsisting of persons and entites. 

2L (ORIGINAL) The remote terminal of claim 20 wherein the input module 
comprises a keypad. 

22. (ORIGINAL) The remote terminal of claim 20 wherein the input module 
comprises a keypad and a magnetic card reader wherein the magnetic card reader 
receives the numerical identifier and the keypad receives the identification verifier. 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The remote terminal of claim 20 1$ wherein the 
output module comprises a display screen. 
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24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The remote terminal of claim 20 i9 wherein the 
output module comprises a monitor. 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer program storage medium readable by a 
computing system and encoding a computer program of instructions for executing a 
computer process for verifying the identity of a registered user, the computer process 
comprising: 

(a) storing at least two identity verifiers in a databas e, each identity verifier to 
be used for no more than one fr *"ftflfltift"- 

(b) storing at least one unique numerical identifier associated with the 
registered user in a database, wherein the at least two identity verifiers are linked to the at 
least one numerical identifie r, the registered user selecte d from a group consisting of 
persons and entities : 

(c) receiving a numerical identifier; 

(d) receiving an identity verifier, 

(e) comparing the received numerical identifier and received identity verifier 
to the stored numerical identifier and stored identity verifiers to determine whether the 
received identity verifier is one of the identity verifiers linked to the received numerical 
identifier; and 

(f) communicating information to the requesting party indicating whether the 
received identity verifier is one of the identity verifiers linked to the received numerical 
identifier, and whether the identity verifier has been use d before. 

26. (NEW) A method of verifying the identity of a registered user comprising: 

(a) obtaining a list of at least two identity verifiers, each identity verifier to be 
used for no more than one transaction; 

(b) linking the identity verifiers on the list to at least one unique numerical 
identifier wherein the unique numerical identifier is associated with the registered user; 

(c) receiving a numerical identifier from a requesting party; 

(d) receiving an identity verifier from a requesting party; 
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(e) determining whether the received identity verifier is within the list of 
identity verifiers linked to the received numerical identifier; 

(f) communicating information to the requesting party indicating whether the 
received identity verifier is within the list of identity verifiers linked to the received 
numerical identifier; 

(g) determining whether the identity verifier received from the requesting 
party has been used before; and 

(h) communicating information to the requesting party signaling whether the 
identity verifier has been used before. 
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